





From the CEQ's Desk

Festivals

Stay At # & Span Resort And Spa

Span Resort and 5pa is located on the right bank of the river Beas, towering at approximately

4,000 feet above sea level, less than 14 kilometres away from Manali city. The hotel offers a
return to nature - the sensorial experience of being surrounded by ten acres of woodland, gardens
and glacial mountain views. The thirty cottages spread over the property offer unhindered views
of the river and peaks. The resort is spread over 10 acres, offering a 5-star luxury experience. With
fruit orchids in bloom amidst the lush backdrop of deadar and pine, the natural beauty surround
ing the hotel has made it a unique destination. Whether ane stays indoors or ventures out, the
architecture of each cottage assures that they are always in the midst of nature, the misty banks
of the Beas, a stone’s throw away.

Vedic Village Spa Resort

Located in the Rajarhat area of Kolkata, Vedic Village is just a 20 minute drive from Kolkata Inter
national Airport and 40 minutes from the centre of the city. Developed in a backdrop of a typical
village ambience, the resort however provides its guests a choice of rooms in exclusive villas,
suites, studios and farmhouses with spectacular views, contemporary yet rural designs to trans
port the visitor to another world but ensuring every comfort of the modern world.

A unique spa resort experience with the flavour of Indian countryside. In a world that is seeking
the ecological side of luxury, the Spa offers a host of health, wellness and fitness facilities through
a range of Ayurveda, Naturopathy and feel-good therapies and rituals. An array of outdoor facili
ties including Horse Riding, Archery, Cricket & Football, Croquet, Biking etc are available to add to
the fun experience,
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Recipe of the Month

New Air Charter Firm's Fares Equal To Business Class Of Airlines

- Aviation entrepreneur Manav Singh, who owns Club One which offers aircraft on fractional own-
ership, and Uttam Kumar Bose, former CEOQ of Air 5ahara, have launched Air Car, the country’s
first low-cost air charter, with Delhi as a base. Initially, the charters will fly out of Delhi and service
cities within a 500 km radius. Air Car is 50 per cent cheaper than any available air charter service
currently operating for similar distances and is priced competitively to a business class ticket of
an airline.

It claims to be the country’s first low-cost air charter operation, It will offer destinations either not
connected or with limited connection, at the same fare you would pay for a business class ticket.
All you have to do is to ensure there are three customers travelling together on its Cirrus aircraft
{which has three seats).

Air Car now has two Cirrus SR-22 GTS aircrafts . It plans to add two to three aircraft every quarter
and expand operations to all state capitals and major towns/cities by 2017 3. After Delhi, the com-
pany plans to launch operations in Maharashtra.
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The Roman Catholic Cemetery, Agra
Beyond The Taj Mahal

India of the 18th and early 19th century under the East India Company was an infinitely more
culturally and religiously mixed place. The early Europeans; mercenaries, travellers, wanderlust,
were mostly acculturated and saw themselves and their families as “Indian’ albeit with a European
background. Sir David Ochterlony was one such person that every historian loves to talk about.
The Scotsman was East India Company's Resident of Delhi, He dressed like 2 Mughal and, insisted
on being addressed by his Mughal title, Nasir-ud-Daula, meaning “defender of the state”. Every
evening all 13 of Ochterleny's Indian Bibis (wives) would move around Chandni Chowk with their
husband on elephants. The likes of Ochterlony, were far from an insignificant minarity. The wills
of East India Company officials show that in the 1780s more than one third left their possessions
to Indian wives, and their children — a cross-cultural mixing that has never made it into the
history books and traveler's itineraries.

A visit to the Roman Catholic Cemetery in the Civil Lines of Agra takes you back in time to an India
which was far more hybrid, with less clearly defined national and religious borders. It is no
wonder then that the grave of Dutch mercenary, Jon Hessing here is shaped like the Taj Mahal,
Hessing died in 1803 and it was his wife who built it in his loving memory. This cemetery is the
final resting ground of many such early Europeans and their families- French, Italian, Belgian,
Portuguese, even a Bavarian. It is also one of the oldest Christian cemeteries in India and
definitely Agra‘s oldest. The earliest graves here date back to 1550, an indicator of the continuous
history of Agra that precedes and goes much beyond the glorious era of the Taj Mahal. Behind
Hessing's tomb are graves of Italian missionaries, prabably as old as the 1600's. At first sight, one
would think these are Muslim graves. But a closer look —from the top—and one will see a crucifix
carved, with Latin inscriptions. Further along lies the oldest graves in the cemetery: those of the
Armenians. The Armenians came to Agra as early as the mid 1500%, mainly as merchants and
missionaries, These graves too are a curious mix: the beautifully executed floral and geometrical
carvings are very Mughal, save for the Armenian scripts which were amazingly carved locally.
Good thing being none of the graves here have the crumbling look. The gravestones are clean and
muost of the inscriptions are still readable. A visit to the Roman Catholic Cemetery can be easily
combined with the current guided tour on offer. A must see for your clients while in Agra for an
amazing insight into how the early Europeans embraced the Persian Mughal culture in life and
death.,

This is ideal for FITs, Groups and Special Interest Groups
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