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stay at # wa King’s Abode

The King's Abode is every bit true to its name, majestically nestled in the wilderness of Rajasthan.
It is located between Jodhpur and Udaipur, in a valley on the western side of the Aravalli Range.
A perfect get-away to experience the pleasures of long walk-ways, lush greens and lazy evenings.
King's Abode is just close enough to the city of Udaipur to be easily accessible and yet far enough
to offer a perfect stay close to nature. The resort houses total 26 spacious guestrooms including
Deluxe and Suite category. Each room is tastefully designed to assure a comfortable stay and is
equipped with modern facilities. The resort is not only suitable for a short vacation but also for
conferences, meetings and workshops.

Heritage Methanam

Heritage Methanam Is a heritage hotel in India's first-ever model Tourism Village—Kumbalanghi.
This heritage hotel is a traditional mansion by the backwaters of Kumbalanghi. Kumbalangi is
ideal for those who want to enjoy backwaters and a peaceful stay while being in close proximity
to Fort Cochin. The property is equipped with 06 Deluxe Rooms & 01 Suite with all modern ame
nities and a swimming pool. The exotic murals on the walls and the wooden interiors create an
ambience well worth experiencing. The cosy interiors are elegant, inviting and perfectly arranged
to renew your energy and spirits. The multi-cuisine restaurant at the Heritage Methanam offers a
breathtaking view of the backwaters that adds to the experience of fine dining. The restaurant
serves authentic Kerala delicacies as well as Continental, Indian and Chinese cuisine.
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In The Forest Hangs A Bridge, Cherrapunjee

LIVING ROOT BRIDGES, CELEBRATING INDIA'S TRADITIONAL WISDOM

Every Indian Journey is a discovery and celebration of traditional wisdom. In Cherapunjee, India’s
rainiest town, the locals recognised the qualities of a particular rubber tree and had adapted it to
serve as bridges to cross the swift rivers and streams. Living Root Bridges as they are widely
known today are the first from a series where we celebrate the traditional wisdom of India and her
communities,

Cherrapunjee is in the South of Shillong and takes about 2 hrs one way from Meghalaya's capital
city. Cherapunjee, or Sohra, as the locals call it, gets twice the amount of rainfall in a single day
than what Delhi receives in an entire year. There are numerous swift rivers and streams that come
down about 3000 feet along humid precipitous slopes. Alongside thrives a particular kind of
rubber tree ; Ficus Elastica which can comfortably perch itself on huge boulders on the riverbanks
or in the middle of rivers and send its roots down to the riverbed. These trees also shoot out many
secondary roots from their trunks.

The locals, many centuries ago, had noticed these qualities of this tree and had adapted it to
create bridges over these rivers and streams. In order to direct the roots in the desired direction,
betel nut tree trunks, sliced half in the middle are hollowed out and are positioned according to
the requirement of the bridge. The thin and long tender roots are then passed through these so
that they start growing towards the directed end. When they reach the other end of the stream or
river, they are allowed to take root in the soil. It takes about 10-15 years for a root bridge to be
functional. Some of these Living Root Bridges are more than 100 feet long and can carry 50
pecple at a time. One even has two bridges stacked one over the other and the locals fondly call
it the ‘Double Decker Root Bridge’,

A trek to these Living Root Bridges including the Double Decker can be organised throughout the
year. Access requires at least 1% - hour's steep trek down from Tyrna, a pretty, palm-clad village.
Be aware that this hike is strenuous and en route you need to cross a high wire bridge. But the
scenery is magnificent and the fact that these Living Root Bridges are exclusive to Cherapunjee in
the whole world should be reason enough. In case you are wary, you can still come to Cherrapun
jee ta bath in the waterfalls and the mountain streams or swim in the rock pools in the river bed
down the valley. Or to just watch the rain coming in a slant drenching you in no time in India's rain
country.

Mature treks to one of these Living Root Bridges at Cherapunjee can be organised as a day trip
from Shillong This could also be a nice pre-tour for clients doing the Assam Bengal Navigation
Cruise starting from Guwahati and ending in Jorhat. We would recommend stay at Ri Kynjal
overlooking the picturesque Umiam Lake, 20 kilometers before Shillong (while driving from
Guwahati, Assam to Shillong). A minimum of 3 nights makes for an ideal tour.
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Meet us at the following upcoming trade shows in 2009

If you wish to schedule a meeting, do e-mail us at: info@sita.in

Trade Shows

Trade Show Place Date Booth No Whom to Meet

TTG Incontri Rimini 16th -18th Oct Awaited ! Sanjeev Ticku & Philip Thomas
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