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Cleaning the Mountains of Trash

Adventure tourism in Ladakh started in the 19th century. By the turn of the 20th century, it was
not uncommeon for British officials to undertake the 14 stage trek from Srinagar to Leh as part of
their annual leave. Agencies were set up in Srinagar and Shimla to specialise sport related activi-
ties — hunting, fishing and trekking. A large retinue of porters would carry huge canvas tents and
collapsible string beds. This era is recorded in Arthur Neves The Tourist's Guide to Kashmir, Ladakh
and Skardo, first published in 1911. Today, about 18,000 tourists visit Ladakh every year
Bounded by two mighty mountain ranges, it is a popular place for adventure tourism. The well-

preserved Tibetan-Buddhist culture makes it even more attractive.

Ladakh has seen unprecedented changes in the |last few decades. It is hard to reconcile the image
of the pristine, snow covered, wind-swept crags of the mountaineer's ultimate challenge with that
of a rubbish tip, and that is of grave concern right now.

As a responsible tourism initiative, we organise tours to participate and get involved in cleaning
up of Skalzangling area, the entrance of Leh or in retrieving trash from the Markha Valley Terk -
one of the most popular circuits visited. The Tours are done in partnership with local stake-holders
and include interactive sessions, creating awareness.
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DEStiﬂa[iﬂn IﬂEidEI‘ Dear Friends,

The Destination Knowledge Centre would like to thank you for your keen interest in what we are
doing in India.

In 2007 when | borrowed money from a friend and a seasoned nomad in Bombay to travel to the
Maha Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, | was told “So you want to travel real bad, don’t you? Be careful
what you wish for it may come true!!” A decade hence, | am literally living out of the suitcase,
armed with a camera, traveling hundreds and thousands of miles across the country in search of
new knowledge, new skills, new experiences, and to connect with local experts. And it has been
a humbling experience,

All this is a part of our new product line Explare for the inquisitive traveler who wants to satisfy
his curiosity of the Indian sub-continent through immersive experiences which are fun, crisp,
active and completely engaging. It is about doing less rather than more and Exploring India with
one's heart, 5o far the Destination Knowledge Centre has traveled to Agra, Jaipur, Varanasi, Jodh-
pur, Udaipur, Ahmedabad and Goa in search of experiences which are out of the ordinary. Kerala
is next on the agenda, sometime in April.

One of the driving forces behind the Explore product line is the realisation that no matter how
good or wise we are, locals always know the best kept secrets that will bring long-term success to
a particular destination. And while | travel on behalf of the Destination Knowledge Centre from
one destination to another in search of compelling stories to inspire your clients to travel, to them
feel that they are in the know, and that they will be better human beings for having travelled
there. It has been and will be our constant endeavour to listen to locals, initiate partnerships,
engage them, and determine mutually beneficial alignments.

We have made several friends in the process and the mix is a heady one; from rare textile artists
living in the narrow twisted lanes who creates magic with their raw hands to socialites in whose
honour the Parisian fashion fraternity hosts champagne dinners. They are among the very best in
their profession and are here to help your clients absorb and enjoy the destinations like a local.
Come Explore with us

Love and Light

Kuntil Baruwa

Ps Last | heard my nomad friend from Bombay was in Guatemala; exploring the beautiful country

on horseback. But we agreed to meet in the Maha Kumbh Mela in Allahabad in 207 3. 1 still owe
her money and there will be a lot of catching up to do.
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Meet us at the following upcoming trade shows in 2010

If you wish to schedule a meeting, do e-mail us at: info@sita.in

Networking

Trade Show Place Date Booth No Whom to Meet

ITB Berlin 10th -14th Mar Hall 5.2b, Booth No. 208 Prabhat Verma

Kerala Tourism Road Show Glasgow 15th Mar Sita Desk Lynne Rogers & Julian Lancaster
Kerala Tourism Road Show Manchester 16th Mar Sita Desk Lynne Rogers & Julian Lancaster
Kerala Tourism Road Show Birmingham 17th Mar Sita Desk Lynne Rogers & Julian Lancaster
MITT Moscow 17th -20th Mar Awaited Ernest Dias & Deepak

Kerala Tourism Road Show London 18th Mar Sita Desk Lynne Rogers & Julian Lancaster
TUR Gothenburg 25th -28th Mar AD2:60 Philip Thomas
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From: Lisa Samel
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 12:28 AM
To: Info Sita

Impression

subject: Wonderful Experience in India

My son and | just spent 10 days traveling in your beautiful country. Our tour (Delhi, Varanasi,
Agra, |aipur, and then back to Delhi) was arranged through Kensington Tours,

All of our guides were wonderful. However, our guide Aman in Agra was exceptional, He not only
shared his in depth knowledge of amazing sites in Agra but also shared his family's story. We had
many interesting discussing comparing culture and lifestyle differences. Meeting Aman was one
of the highlights of our trip.

Also our driver, Vikram Singh, who safely and calmly negotiated our way through Indian traffic for
six days, was kind, helpful and informative. As you know Indian traffic can be stressful for tourists,
Vikram's driving and humor kept us calm throughout our journey. One day of our trip, my son ran
a fever and was quite ill. Vikram was very supportive during this stressful part of the trip. Our last
day in Delhi we had no guide, but Vikram drove us around. It was a wonderful day. We went to the
Red Fort, the National Museum, India Gate, had lunch at a lovely garden restaurant and finished
up at the Mahatma Ghandi Museum which was a wonderful way to end our stay in India. Vikram's
driving skills and pleasant demeanor and will be part of our fond memaories of our adventure in
India.

sincerely,
Lisa Samel
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