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Art Spots in India’s Capital

In Delhi art has become good work if you can get it. But if million-dollar sculptures are out of your
league, you can still admire the art at one of the series of new spots around the city dedicated to
the business of showcasing art.

arts.| was opened by an Indian investment firm in October 2008. The gallery also has a shop,
which includes amusing knickknacks from local graphic designers.

CMYK is located in the city’s biggest cultural hub. Visitors to the bookstore can fill a cup from the
drip coffeemaker, pull up a Pantone colour-printed Seletti chair and browse through the shop’s
specialty: coffee-table books on art, architecture and photography.

Mocha Arthouse is in one of the city's many brand-new malls, where the owners are able to bring
art to people who were not expecting it, people who would not normally walk into a gallery.

Boxdesign, a Delhi studio that curates the artwork at Mocha, digs up digital art and photography.
You can buy almost everything here,

O Palacio houses a four-room gallery, a series of boutiques and a restaurant, Casa Portuguesa, all
overlooking a pretty pebbled courtyard.

Zaza Home is home to a little gallery, and a Mediterranean-style restaurant next door.

And then there’s the oldest one of its time, Triveni Kala S5angam, a gallery and theater designed by
Joseph Allen Stein, a Nebraska native, during Delhi's fling with modernism in the ‘505 and '60s.
Ever since then it's been impossible to dislodge the city's older art aficionados from the outdoor
tea terrace in winter, The work on display is rarely avant-garde, but the place is a stodgily charm-
ing reminder of a time in Delhi when art was truly just art.
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From the CEQ's Desk

The Chambal Conservation Foundation

The Chambal Conservation Foundation was established in 1999, by Kunwar Ram Pratap Singh, an
engineer from IIT Roorkee, and his wife Anu Dhillon Singh, an environmental scientist from
London University. The main objective was to bring sustainable development initiatives to the
long neglected Chambal Valley and the National Chambal Sanctuary (NCS).

The Chambal Safari, an eco-tourism venture, is one such initiative, which has helped place the
Chambal Valley on the birding map of Northern India, and brought recognition for its unique habi
tat and environs. The Foundation uses part of the proceeds from the Chambal Safari to fund
awareness campaigns, conservation projects, patrolling and anti-poaching operations, reforesta-
tion drives, check-dams, as well as sourcing expertise to create sustainable and self-sustaining
projects, that lead to an improvement in the lives of the local populace, whilst building support
for the natural beauty and resources of the valley.

Chambal 5afari Lodge lies south east of Agra and is just an hour’'s drive away. It can be easily com
bined with the Golden Triangle to give a meaningful divergence from the cultural triangle. It is set
in an oasis of calm and tranquillity nestling in the midst of a sprawling 35 acre heritage planta
tion, surrounded by family owned farmland. The plantation is part of a much larger area that was
used by the Zamindars (feudal Chieftains) of Jarar to conduct their annual cattle fair (Mela).

After decades of neglect, the Mela Kothi and its grounds have been lovingly restored. Ram Pratap
Singh and his wife Anu have turned their inheritance into a charming eco-lodge, where their nine
year old son Sumer is the "chief naturalist-in-charge'l

The Lodge offers 12 room; 2 luxurious bedrooms in the main building, eight cottages and two
more rooms in the erstwhile stables. A cosy sitting-room and library and numerous interesting
verandahs and courtyards to read, reflect and relax.

Activities that can be done while staying here include the River Safari to see the Gharial, magar
and River Dolphins, Nature Walks, Village walks, Camel Safari to see the Ater Fort, Jeep safari to
visit the Bateshwar Temples and visit the famous Saras Crane Conservation area and the Patna
Bird sanctuary.

Tower B, Delta Square, M.G. Road, Sector 25, Gurgaon, Haryana, INDIA
Phone: +91-124-4703400; Fax: +91-124-4703500; Email: info@sita.in; Websibe: www.sita.in




T
|

'
]i'ﬁ May 20710

ey
L]

From the CEQ's Desk

Destination Insider Dear Friends,

| have just returned back after spending three weeks in South India, covering parts of Tamil Nadu
and then Cochin before my week long sojourn in the Backwaters which is such a mind-boggling
mix of a variety of religion, faith and beliefs; all co-existing in perfect harmony.

Starting my adventure from Northwestern Tamil Nadu, | appreciated the hospitality of some
prominent families of the Kongu Vellala Gounder community, one of the earliest inhabitants of
south India, agriculture being their main source of survival.. They are friends of 5ita and run won-
derful Farmstays where your clients can see India in the quintessence of her rural charms and be
as close to nature as is possible.

| woke up to the sound of a gurgling stream every morning, had an alfresco bath in a private
waterfall fed by a natural stream from the forests in the majestic hills not so far away. All this,
merely 3 hrs away from the temple town of Madurai. The Destination Knowledge Centre is prepar-
ing an itinerary that will include the Good Old Farm Life of the Kongu Vellala Gounders complete
with organic vegetable gardens, fruits, crops, dairy farms, poultry and horses. We will keep you
posted,

In Cachin it was heartening to see Kerala sprucing up its image as a tourist friendly destination.
Sporting blue uniforms instead of the usual khakis, policemen at Cochin's International Tourism
police station, the first of its kind in India, will now guide tourists regarding registering of com
plaints, securing a new passport if necessary and providing help to renew visas. | met Anthony
while he was on a round in Matancherry to ensure that tourists were having a hassle free time. My
guide was asked to produce his license while Anthony wished me a good time in Kerala. Anthony
is proud of what he does and does it straight from the heart, Great geing officer!! Hope you stay
this way. The Police Station also has an interesting museum that showcases the history of the
police force in Kerala, with uniforms, armory and rank insignia in the force, right from the colonial
period to the present, put on display. It is a neatly managed one which | would recommend your
clients to visit. Cochin's International Tourism Police Station was inaugurated on February 28,
2010,

“The success of a destination depends on such locals who do things with their heart”, says
Stephane Junca, Director, Asia Pacific of Relals and Chateaux. My most gracious host |Joerg and
Txuku of Malabar House were kind enough to organize a téte-a-téte with Stephane despite his
very busy schedule,

To read the interview, please click here.

Kuntil Baruwa
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